Lower Colorado River Wild and Scenic Collaborative Process
Roan and Carr Creeks Working Group
Final Meeting Summary
December 16, 2009
Attending
Richard Connell, Thelma Hays, Steve Pope, Roy Smith, Steve Smith, Chris Treese, Jason Wedemeyer, Niki Koszalka, and Heather Bergman
Action Items

	Steve Pope
	Will look into the actual numbers of conditional water rights not being used

	Thelma Hays
	Will confer with the oil and gas community about the contingent agreement outlined below

	Steve Smith and Roy Smith
	Will check with a fishery biologists 

	Heather Bergman
	Offered to write the draft letter to the BLM.


The facilitator discussed the objectives for the meeting including:

· Understand ORVs in each segment

· Identify existing and potential uses that stakeholders want to maintain

· Assess existing management and/or protective provisions

· Outline an approach to decisions for each segment (criteria-based or other)

Summary of ORVs

BLM has identified fish as a outstandingly remarkable value (ORV) for both Roan and Carr Creeks.  The Colorado Cutthroat Trout is present in both creeks.
Questions and Answers

Is there an instream flow on Roan Creek?  
Yes.  Despite the fact that the stream dries up, the pools are extremely reliable.

What do the Colorado Cutthroat Trout need other than instream flow?

The fish need cold, high-quality water and a stream channel not choked with sediment.  

Are restrictions put on oil and gas leases to protect the fish?

Yes, the most common is “controlled surface occupancy,” which means that there are some constraints regarding what can be done on the surface in terms of roads, pads, etc.
Identification of Existing and Potential Uses

The group brainstormed the following stakeholder uses and values that they want to maintain in and along Roan and Carr Creeks:

· Roan Creek
· Oil and gas activity

· Energy development

· Farming and ranching

· Water rights

· Carr Creek
· Oil and gas activity

· Energy development

· Farming and ranching

· Water rights 
Questions and Answers

Is there recreational hunting and fishing along these segments?  
Yes, but the access is limited.  The hunters are on horseback or walking in.  These activities are not as prevalent in this area as it is difficult to get in and out.
Review/Revision of Existing Management Provisions

· Roan Creek has the following existing management provisions:
· Instream flows (1995 priority); and 
· BLM provisions to protect Cut Throat Trout.
· Carr Creek has the following existing management provisions:
· Instream flows (1995 priority); and 
· BLM provision to protect Cut Throat Trout.
· The BLM offers protections for trout.
· All actions occurring on BLM land go through a screen to make sure the actions do not injure or endanger the trout.  
· There is ongoing monitoring of the population to make sure it is not decreasing and to make sure it is still healthy.  
Questions and Answers

Are there any conservation easements on the Roan or Carr Creeks?
The group is not aware of any conservation easements.

Are there lots of conditional water rights that do not have storage?

Yes, there are lots of conditional rights that are not being used.  Steve Pope will look into the actual numbers.

What is more important for the health of the fish, the flow regime or the maintenance of water quality?
The maintenance of water quality is most important.  
Is the Department of Wildlife (DOW) reviewing oil and gas leases?  
Yes, they are.
Given the presence of sensitive species, what protections would a scenic designation provide that do not currently exist?
There is not much further to be provided.  The only thing which could be an added protection is making the current protections permanent.  Wild and Scenic has strict controls over ¼ of a mile on each side of the stream and, if the stream were designated by Congress or the Secretary of the Interior, these protections would be permanent.

What would a suitability determination or another action in the Resource Management Plan give the stretch of creek that it does not have know to protect the fish?

Mostly, it would just lay another screen over the protections in the current management plan.
Next Steps

The group tentatively agreed to send a letter to BLM recommending that, if BLM can demonstrate that the fish are adequately protected, BLM not find Roan and Carr Creeks suitable, contingent on consultation and agreement from the energy industry and representatives from the environmental community (the Center for Native Ecosystems, in particular).
  If those being consulted with agree, the facilitator will draft a letter and circulate it to the group for review.  If those being consulted with do not agree or if other issues or questions arise, the facilitator will schedule a conference call to discuss next steps.
� Note: Since the meeting, it has come to the facilitator’s attention that not all participants in the meeting had the same understanding of this tentative agreement.  The facilitator is working to schedule a conference call to assist participants in determining how to proceed.   





