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Action Items

	Steve Smith, Becky Long, and Jason Wedemeyer
	Review the data on the boundary of the CWP that is proximate to East Creek to determine if it includes the utility corridor adjacent to the East Creek and how this information affects their assessment of existing protections for East Creek


Review and Discussion of Mapping and Other Data

BLM projected maps of these segments and the surrounding areas.  Using GIS data, BLM helped the group identify existing management areas and stakeholder uses and values on the land.  The following is a summary of what the group learned about each segment.

BLM is required to do a similar inventory for ACECs as they do for the wild and scenic process.  As part of the inventory, they assess existing ACECs and evaluate internal and external proposals for new ACECs to include in the new resource management plan (RMP).  The ACEC report, which includes BLM’s relevance and importance criteria, is available at the Grand Junction field office website (http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gjfo.html) and the website for this collaborative process (www.keystone.org/spp/environment/water/lowercoloradowsr). 

North Fork West Creek
· Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC):  Palisades ACEC, which protects plants and wildlife resources, is in the area. 

· Special Recreation Management Areas (SRMA):  This area has the Dolores River SRMA.
· Wilderness Study Areas (WSA), Lands with Wilderness Character, and Citizens’ Wilderness Potential (CWP):  This segment is located within the Palisades WSA.  There are also lands with wilderness character in this area as well.
· Water Rights:  There are several instream flows on this stretch of the river with a January 2004 priority date.
· Energy Potential:  There is not uranium or other energy potential in the area.

· There is also a scenic byway through this area.
West Creek
· Areas of Critical Environmental Concern:  Palisades ACEC, which protects plants and wildlife resources, is in the area.    There are also some potential ACECs that do not currently exist but that have been submitted for inclusion in the new resource management plan (RMP).

· Special Recreation Management Areas:  This area has the Dolores River SRMA and there is potential for others to be included in the new RMP.
· Wilderness Study Areas, Lands with Wilderness Character, and Citizens’ Wilderness Potential:  Some portions of the stream corridor are in the Palisades WSA.  There is land with wilderness character on both sides of the river.
· Water Rights:  There are some instream with a 1977 priority date.  There are also private property owners with water rights on the lower part of this stretch.
· Energy Potential:  There is none on this stretch.

· There is also a scenic byway through this area.

· There is a utility corridor in this section for the power lines going to Gateway.  If the river were designated as wild and scenic by Congress and a further upgrade to the power lines was needed, BLM would have the authority to give guidance on where the utility poles could be located.  
· Most of the eligible segments are within the lands with wilderness characteristics.

Ute Creek
· Areas of Critical Environmental Concern:  There is a potential new ACEC on this stretch.
· Special Recreation Management Areas:  There is a potential new SRMA on this stretch.

· Wilderness Study Areas, Lands with Wilderness Character, and Citizens’ Wilderness Potential:  This stretch has no WSAs, CWPs, and/or lands with wilderness characteristics on both sides.
· Water Rights:  There is one right on this stretch, and it probably a spring or well.

· Energy Potential:  There is no energy potential on this stretch.

East Creek

· This area has the Escalante-Dominguez National Conservation Area (NCA).

· Areas of Critical Environmental Concern: The Rough Canyon ACEC is in this area.
· Special Recreation Management Areas:  This area has the Bangs Canyon SMRA, which includes the options for hiking, mountain biking, and 4-wheel driving.

· Wilderness Study Areas, Lands with Wilderness Character, and Citizens’ Wilderness Potential:  This area has CWPs and lands with wilderness character. 

· Water Rights:  This area does have water rights.

· Energy Potential:  The energy potential is very low.

· There is a highway across the majority of the corridor.

Questions and Answers
Would Congress designate a stretch with non-contiguous segments or would it find it to be unmanageable?
In the past, Congress has designated very short stream segments and very isolated segments as well.  If the values are outstanding enough, Congress will designate short and isolated streams.

Does BLM have a preferred management plan?

As stated at the beginning of this process, BLM would like recommendations from the group to allow for some management flexibility.
Is there a way to measure the increased visitors to a certain area once it has been designated wild and scenic?

There is not a way to measure this nor is there data available.

Does the close proximity of the segments to each other make them more likely to become wild and scenic?

No, not particularly.  These stretches are important because of what they do for the Dolores.  The Dolores needs to be supported by segments with good protections.  These streams have great natural character.

Is there a utility corridor in the East Creek segment?
Yes, there is a utility corridor.
There is a recreation outstandingly remarkable value (ORV) on the East Creek.  What is the specific recreational activity?
It is a non-water recreational classification.  There is climbing potential and hunting as well.

Next Steps for Working Group
At the next working group meeting (March 12), participants will work in small groups to begin to outline management approaches for maintaining ORVs and stakeholder uses and values.  The group will explore both a management package that includes BLM finding the segment suitable and a package that applies other management tools in lieu of a suitability finding.  The group will explore management options for West, North Fork West, and Ute Creeks as a cluster; East Creek will be examined separately.
