Lower Colorado River Wild and Scenic Collaborative Process
East/West/North Fork West/Ute Creeks Working Group
Final Meeting Summary
December 16, 2009
Attending
Callie Henderickson, Oscar Massey, Roy Smith, Steve Smith, Chris Treese, Jason Wedemeyer, Niki Koszalka, and Heather Bergman
Action Items

	Steve Smith
	Will share a chart showing the federal legislation for the Upper Colorado River

	Callie Hendrickson and Jason Wedemeyer
	Will contact Mesa Land Trust to find out about area conservation easement

	Roy Smith and Chris Treese
	Will look at the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) instream flow for relevant hydrology data


The facilitator discussed the objectives for the meeting, including:

· Understand outstanding remarkable values (ORV) in each segment;
· Identify existing and potential uses that stakeholders want to maintain;
· Assess existing management and/or protective provisions; and 
· Outline an approach to decisions for each segment (criteria-based or other).
Summary of ORVs
The group listened to an overview of the ORVs that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has identified in and along each of the creeks addressed by this Working Group:

· East Creek:

· Geological 

· Recreational

· West Creek:

· Scenic

· Geologic

· Wildlife

· Vegetation

· North Fork West Creek:

· Scenic

· Ute Creek:

· Scenic 

· Vegetation

Identification of Existing and Potential Uses
The group brainstormed the following stakeholder uses and values that they want to maintain in and along East, West, North Fork West, and Ute Creeks:
· East Creek (44% of area is federal)
· Recreational rock climbing
· Water rights/water usage

· Dominguez Canyon National Conservation Area (NCA)

· Bangs Canyon Citizen Wilderness Proposal (CWP)

· Wilderness characteristics
· Agriculture and livestock on private and public lands
· Road access to private land and bridges

· West Creek (21% of area is federal)

· Water rights/water usage

· Diversions and existing structures

· Reservoirs
· Road:  boundary between wilderness study area (WSA) and proposed wilderness

· Wilderness characteristics

· Agriculture and livestock on private and public lands

· North Fork West Creek

· Water rights/water usage

· Reservoirs

· Palisades WSA

· Agriculture and livestock on private and public lands

· Ute Creek

· Water rights/water usage

· Private land access 

· Agriculture and livestock on private and public lands

· Wilderness characteristics
· Citizens wilderness proposal
· Wildlife

Evaluation Tool for Assessing Options
The facilitator asked the group to discuss ideas for an evaluation tool to be used to assess management options that the group will later develop as ways of maintaining the ORVs and stakeholder uses and values in the area.  After discussing options, the group agreed to use the above list of ORVs and stakeholder uses and values as a working list of criteria.  Possible management options will be expected to maintain, or at least address in a meaningful way, each of the items in the above lists.
